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Treaty loyally. Whatever may succeed, it will have to
legitimize itself anew in that direction, as far as we are
concerned; we are not called upon to lean exclusively
towards the Bonapartist party, nor, on the other hand, to do
anything to weaken it or damage its position in the eyes of
the French nation. To take its part and favour it, depart-
ing from our accustomed attitude of reserve, would certainly
produce those results."

In November, General von ManteufFel confidentially in-
formed Prince Bismarck that Count de St Vallier had told
him " Arnim had recently observed in his presence that he
considered the actual French Government to be untenable;
that Gambetta would succeed Thiers, the Commune
Gambetta, and that the Commune, in its turn, would be
followed by a military regime, unless France should fancy
the reintroduction of monarchy, apropos of which the
Ambassador (Arnim) had referred to the Count of Paris
and to the Emperor Napoleon's son." The Chancellor
requested Arnim to acquaint him with what really had taken
place, to the best of his remembrance, and received answer
that ManteufieTs communication was founded upon mis-
apprehensions. But his despatch showed that he regarded
the Republic in France as a danger, likely to prove
contagious, and opined that Thiers himself looked upon it
as a "means towards revenge;" he believed, moreover,
that the monies owing by France to Germany would be
paid, no matter what form of government might be in
power. Replying to him on November 23, the Chancellor's
representative, Yon Balan, wrote: " Prince Bismarck is by
no means of opinion that no French government would
think of failing to discharge France's pecuniary obligations
to Germany. On the contrary, His Highness deems that
our interests require us, before all else, to obtain a full